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WILDFIRE UPDATE: 
SOUTHEAST FIRE CENTRE 

 

Please note: Wildfires evolve rapidly and conditions can change extremely 
quickly. Information in this bulletin is current as of noon on Saturday, Au-
gust 21. For the latest information, go to BCWILDFIRE.CA 

The southern half of the Southeast Fire 
Centre saw more rain on Friday and 
overnight. Weather for the next week 
or so is expected to be unsettled, with 
several more cool, showery days fol-
lowed by a possible return to warm, 
sunny conditions by next weekend. Pre-
cipitation in many areas has been suffi-
cient to increase the moisture in fuels 
and lower the risk of fires starting and 
spreading, a welcome reprieve after 
these months of hot, dry conditions and 
unprecedented fire activity.  

While wildfire risk is dropping, camp-
fires, Category 2 and Category 3 fires 
remain prohibited. The Southeast Fire 
Centre is continually reviewing prohibi-
tions to mitigate risk while restricting public activities as little as possible. Please continue to respect the prohibitions in 
place. A number of area restrictions also remain in effect on large fires as suppression work continues.  

Due to reduced fire activity, this will be the last daily newsletter from the Southeast Fire Centre. You can continue to get 
up-to-date information on the Trozzo Creek, Octopus Creek and Michaud Creek wildfires on the BC Wildfire Service Wild-
fires of Note page. If you would like to receive the ongoing daily updates on the Arrow Lake Complex (Michaud Creek and 
Octopus Creek wildfires), please email BCWS.ArrowLakeInfo@gov.bc.ca. If you would like to receive bi-weekly newsletters 
from the Southeast Fire Centre, email BCWS.SEFCInformationOfficer@gov.bc.ca.  

The public plays a vital role in wildfire response, through reporting fires, preventing human-caused starts, respecting area 
restrictions and keeping clear of fire suppression activities to allow firefighters to work as efficiently and effectively as 
possible. We deeply appreciate the support, encouragement and cooperation of the public during this very busy fire sea-
son. On behalf of everyone at the Southeast Fire Centre, thank you.  

Fires Currently Burning 68 

  

  Since April 1 

New Fires (past 24 hours), 

suspected cause:  

Human: 0 Total Fires to Date 341 

Lightning: 1 Total Hectares to Date 81,724 

The south side of the Octopus Creek wildfire pictured on August 19.  
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Spot a wildfire, smoke or illegal fire activity? Call 1 800 663-5555 or *5555 on your cellphone.  

August 21, 2021 

WILDFIRE UPDATE 

The Trozzo Creek (N51705) wildfire was 

detected July 9, 2021, originating 7.5 

kilometres northeast of Winlaw. The 

fire is 5992 hectares and is being held. 

There are 16 firefighters, three pieces 

of heavy equipment and one helicop-

ter assigned to this fire.  

Crews have completed containment 

on the far south end of the Holmsen 

Creek drainage. There is approximate-

ly three kilometres of uncontained 

edge midway along the drainage 

north of Mount Hoover that is cur-

rently inaccessible due to steep, un-

stable terrain. Fire activity in this area 

is low and guards are in place with sprinkler lines. Firefighters will continue to monitor this area and engage in di-

rect attack when appropriate. Crews continue to patrol and use high-level thermal scan results to identify and extin-

guish hot spots. Rehabilitation layout and implementation is underway in identified areas. Firefighters are recover-

ing equipment that is no longer needed for redistribution to other fires.  

There are no evacuation orders or alerts connected to this fire. Further information is available at https://

www.rdck.ca  

An area restriction remains in effect. Further information is available on the fire bans and restrictions page of  

www.bcwildfire.ca. 

WILDFIRE UPDATE: 
TROZZO CREEK 

WEATHER 
Weather is expected to be unsettled Saturday, with light rain across the southern half of the Southeast Fire Centre 

and thunderstorms and/or showers possible in the afternoon. On Sunday, most regions will be cool with the poten-

tial for showers and gusty winds.  

The Trozzo Creek wildfire is displaying low fire activity and remains well within containment 

lines.  
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An Incident Management Team continues to oversee the re-
sponse to the Michaud Creek wildfire and the north side of the 
Octopus Creek wildfire. The Southeast Fire Centre’s Arrow Lake 
Fire Zone has resumed management of the south side of the Oc-
topus Creek fire.  

The Southeast Fire Centre has been including brief updates on 
these fires in our daily newsletter, while another daily update 
from the Arrow Lake Complex provides more detailed infor-
mation. If you would like to receive ongoing daily updates from 
the complex, please email BCWS.ArrowLakeInfo@gov.bc.ca. 
Please note, this will be the last Southeast Fire Centre daily news-
letter.   

There are 144 firefighters, 28 pieces of heavy equipment and sev-
en helicopters, along with a 10-person structural protection unit 
and a nine-person incident management team assigned to this 
complex. 

August 21 is expected to be mainly cloudy with sunny periods 

and a high of 21 C. There is a chance of late-day showers or thun-

dershowers. Overnight is expected to be mainly cloudy with a 

high chance of showers and possibly thundershowers with a low 

near 10 C. 

Area restrictions are in effect in the vicinity of both the Michaud 
Creek and Octopus Creek wildfires. Further information and maps 
are available on the fire bans and restrictions page at 
www.bcwildfire.ca 

 

MICHAUD CREEK (N51765) 

The Michaud Creek wildfire was discovered on July 10, 2021, 21 
kilometres south of Edgewood. The fire is 14,639 hectares and 
remains out of control.  

On the north side of the Michaud Creek fire, ground crews con-
tinue working to establish a 25-foot wetline along new contain-
ment lines to the south, east and southeast of Bear Paw Lake. 
Personnel will monitor south of Bear Paw Lake down the Renata 
Creek. Helicopters will bucket to prevent spread into Johnston 
Creek if required, provide aerial monitoring and transport crews 
throughout the incident. On the south side, crews are patrolling 
the fire edge from Renata Ridge to Arrow Lake and working to 
establish a wetline along Renata Ridge. Personnel will continue to 
patrol from the end of North Faith guard to the Faith Creek drain-
age and mop up west of Renata along the fireguard. Structure 

protection specialists continue to monitor and improve systems 
in Renata.  

The Regional District of Central Kootenay has an evacuation alert 
in effect in the vicinity of this wildfire. Further information is 
available at www.rdck.ca 

OCTOPUS CREEK (N51800)  

The Octopus Creek wildfire was discovered July 11, 2021, 11 kilo-
metres south of Fauquier. The fire is 22,972 hectares and remains 
out of control.  

On the north side of the fire, firefighters, heavy equipment and 
aircraft continue to hold the fire on the south side of the Hart 
Creek drainage. Direct attack on the fire’s edge is continuing 
along the Pin Road, pushing a 50-foot black line up to Hart Creek 
and the northeast guard. Crews are working to establish contain-
ment in upper Hart Creek and suppressing fire where possible. 
Structure protection specialists continue to improve and expand 
systems in Fauquier.  

To the south, the fire remains active, burning at Rank 2 to 3. Rank 
2 fire behaviour is a low vigour surface fire with visible flame and 
a slow rate of spread, while Rank 3 fires display an organized 
flame front with occasional candling and a moderate rate of 
spread. The southern division of the fire has received substantial-
ly less rainfall than other areas.  

Machine guard construction continues from Sunshine Creek to 
the site of an old wildfire at Deer Park that serves as a fuel break. 
This will provide protection for several properties at the mouth of 
the Two Bit Creek drainage south of the fire. Ground crews con-
tinue constructing a hand guard from Sunshine Creek to the Glad-
stone FSR. While structures are not immediately threatened, 
structure protection specialists have finished installing systems 
on structures in the Two Bit Creek area. Crews have completed 
two helipads and access points to improve access to the south 
flank of the fire. Control lines at the Sunshine Recreation Site 
have successfully been established. The fire has moved into diffi-
cult terrain with limited escape route options and extensive 
amounts of line. The steep slopes also pose safety challenges for 
heavy equipment building machine guard. Smoke may be visible 
to the communities of Renata, Edgewood and Fauquier. 

The Regional District of Central Kootenay has evacuation alerts in 
effect to the north and south of this fire. For details on evacua-
tion alerts in the vicinity of this fire, visit www.rdck.ca 

WILDFIRE UPDATE: 
ARROW LAKE COMPLEX 
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             ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

BC Wildfire Service Emergency  
Management BC 

Local municipalities and  
regional districts 

First Nations 

-      BCWS’s jurisdiction covers 
all BC Parks, Crown and 
private lands, but does not 
include the boundaries of 
local governments that 
have forest fire prevention 
bylaws and are serviced by 
a fire department. 

 
-      BCWS speaks directly about 

wildfires (i.e. fire status, 
operations, etc.) and is re-
sponsible for disseminating 
wildfire updates to local 
governments, stakeholders, 
First Nations and the public. 

 
-      BCWS does not announce 

Strategic Evacuation Orders 
or Alerts. 

 
-      BCWS does announce  

Tactical Evacuations. 
 
-      In the event of an imminent 

threat to public safety, 
BCWS can authorize an im-
mediate Tactical Evacuation 
of the affected area. 

-    EMBC coordinates com-
munication across all 
agencies and stakeholders 
to support communities. 

 
-    EMBC provides advice to 

evacuees and support to 
communities regarding 
Emergency Operations 
Centres and Emergency 
Support Services. 

  

-      Local Municipalities and 
Regional Districts speak 
directly about Strategic 
Evacuation Orders and 
Alerts in their respective 
jurisdictions. 

 
-      Local Municipalities and 

Regional Districts do not 
speak about the status of 
a wildfire unless the fire 
occurs within their  
jurisdiction. For example, 
if a wildfire starts within 
the boundaries of a local 
government, BCWS will 
often assist the local fire 
department with  
suppression efforts. If the 
fire spreads into Crown 
land to become a wildfire, 
BCWS will often assume 
control. 

-    On IR lands, Evacuation 
Orders and Alerts are 
implemented by a Band 
Council Resolution or 
other. 

 
-   A designated person(s) 

from the respective First 
Nations community will 
speak to Evacuation  
Orders and Alerts on IR 
lands. 

                                                                  ACCESSING INFORMATION 

BC Wildfire Service 

Online Communications 

   EmergencyInfoBC 

EMBC Online Communications 

PreparednessBC 

EMBC Online Communications 

 

  
@BCGovFireInfo 

   
@EmergencyInfoBC 

  
@PreparedBC 

 

  
www.bcwildfire.ca 

 

  
www.emergencyinfobc.gov.bc.ca 

 

  
www.gov.bc.ca/preparedBC 

 

  
BC Wildfire Service 

    
BCWS Mobile App 

  
PreparedBC 

HELPFUL RESOURCES: 

• View an interactive map by clicking here or visiting http://ow.ly/uo2U30oXqzS   
• Road Closures: DriveBC |dial 1-800-550-4997 | https://www.drivebc.ca/  
• Drifting Smoke: www.bcairquality.ca/bluesky/west/index.html  
• Smoke Health Concerns: HealthLink BC | dial 8-1-1| www.healthlinkbc.ca/kbaltindex.asp  
• For info on Community Support Services, click here or visit https://www.emergencyinfobc.gov.bc.ca/  
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Out of Control Describes a wildfire that is not responding (or only responding on a limited basis) to suppression action, such that the 

perimeter spread is not being contained.  

Being Held Indicates that (with the resources currently committed to the fire) sufficient suppression action has been taken that the 

fire is not likely to spread beyond existing or predetermined boundaries under the prevailing and forecasted conditions.  

Under Control The fire has received sufficient suppression action to ensure no further spread of the fire.  

WILDFIRE RANKS: 
Rank Description 

1 Characteristics: Smouldering ground fire, no open flame, white smoke, slow (i.e. creeping) rate of fire spread.  

Firefighting tactics: Direct attack with ground crews using hand tools and water delivery systems (i.e. pumps and hose).  

2 Characteristics: Surface fire, visible, open flame, unorganised or inconsistent flame front, slow rate of spread.  

Firefighting tactics: Direct attack with ground crews using hand tools, water delivery systems, or heavy equipment. Hand 
constructed control lines and lines that have been cleared of combustible material will likely be successful.  

3 Characteristics: Organised flame front – fire progressing in organised manner, occasional candling may be observed along 
the perimeter and/or within the fire, moderate rate of spread.  

Firefighting tactics: Hand constructed control lines alone are likely to be challenged, ground crews conducting direct attack 
may require air support from fixed-wing air tankers, skimmers or helicopters conducting bucketing or tanking operations. 
Control lines constructed by heavy equipment will generally be effective  

4 Characteristics: Grey to black smoke, organised surface flame front, moderate to fast rate of spread on the ground, short 
aerial bursts through the forest canopy, short-range spotting.  

Firefighting tactics: Ground operations may not be successful at the head of the fire, indirect tactics may be required to bring 
the head of the fire under control. Parallel attack may be used along the flanks of the fire to direct the head into favourable 
ground or fuels. Air operations may be required to support ground personnel.  

5 Characteristics: Black to copper smoke, organised crown fire front, moderate to long-range spotting and spot fire growth.  

Firefighting tactics: The limited options available include indirect attack and planned ignitions to remove fuel in the path of 
this type of fire behaviour. Ground operations are often restricted to fighting the least active sections of the fire or con-
ducting ground ignition operations from secure control lines with readily available escape routes and safety zones.  

6 Characteristics: Organised crown fire front, long-range spotting and independent spot fire growth, possible fireballs and 
whirls, violent fire behaviour probable, a dominant smoke column may develop which influences fire behaviour.  

Firefighting tactics: Firefighting under these conditions is extremely dangerous. Suppression efforts will be well away from 
active fire behaviour and may include preparing structure protection measures or conducting indirect large-scale ignition 
operations in an attempt to steer the fire. Often, the safest and most prudent strategy is to pull resources back to safe areas, 
ensure that personnel and the general public are safe, and wait for fire behaviour to lessen before re-engaging in fire sup-
pression operations.  

FIRE STAGES OF CONROL: 
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