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Planned ignitions for Octopus and Michaud creeks wildfires 
 
CASTLEGAR - The BC Wildfire Service will undertake a planned ignitions on the Octopus and 
Michaud creeks wildfires ajacent to Arrow Lake to remove unburned fuel in the fire’s path, 
thereby helping to limit the fire’s growth and spread.  
 
The planned ignition for the Octopus Creek wildfire will be to re-direct the wildfire upslope and 
away from the community of Fauquier. Crews will also use planned ignitions to reinforce 
control lines by removing unburnt fuel between the control line and the advancing fire. 
Increased smoke from this action may be visible from Fauquier, along Arrow Lake and 
Highway 6 .  
 
The exact timing of this burn will depend on weather and site conditions, but it could begin as 
early as Thursday, July 29, 2021. Burning will proceed only if conditions are suitable.  
 
Due to steep and unstable terrain in this area, BCWS personnel have determined that a planned 
ignition is the most favourable tactic to gain control and maintain an appropriate safety margin 
for firefighters while achieving the goal of removing fuel that lies between containment lines 
and the advancing fire.  
 
Highly trained BCWS personnel will use hand torches to carry out the planned ignition on the 
site, and helicopters will bucket to cool parts of the fire as required to meet objectives.  
 
The first priority with these operations is always safety. The BC Wildfire Service has 
implemented safety protocols and strategies while conducting its operations to minimize the 
risk of the planned ignition growing beyond the intended area. Planned ignitions must provide 
for the safety of personnel, the public, equipment and nearby values (e.g. homes, 
infrastructure, natural resources). The ignition plan must also identify, assess and mitigate 
potential hazards. Large-scale burn operations are supported with appropriate resources, such 
as aircraft, heavy equipment and firefighters. This way, if a burn escapes, it can be dealt with 
right away.  
 
To report a wildfire or open burning violation, call 1 800 663-5555 toll-free or *5555 on a 
cellphone. 
 
For the latest information on current wildfire activity, burning restrictions, road closures and air 
quality advisories, go to: bcwildfire.ca 

http://www.bcwildfire.ca/
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You can follow the latest wildfire news on: 

• Twitter at: http://twitter.com/BCGovFireInfo  

• Facebook at: http://facebook.com/BCForestFireInfo 
 
Contact: 
Fire Information Officer 
BC Wildfire Service 
Southeast Fire Centre 
(250) 318-7715 
 

http://twitter.com/BCGovFireInfo
http://facebook.com/BCForestFireInfo

